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Board Expiration Dates

#  F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1‐BOT Representative Lisa Cody 11/20/2020

2‐Chair Phil  Squattrito  2/15/2020

3‐ Vice Chair Bryan Mielke 2/15/2021

4‐Secretary Alex Fuller 2/15/2020

5 ‐ Vice Secretary Mike  Darin 2/15/2019

6 Stan Shingles 2/15/2021

7 Ryan  Buckley 2/15/2019

8 Denise  Webster 2/15/2020

9 Doug LaBelle II 2/15/2019

#  F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1‐Chair Tim Warner 12/31/2019

2‐PC Rep / Vice Chair Bryan Mielke 2/18/2021

3‐Secretary Jake  Hunter 12/31/2019

4 Andy Theisen 12/31/2019

5 ‐ Vice Secretary Paul  Gross 12/31/2018

Alt. #1 John Zerbe 12/31/2019

Alt. #2 Taylor  Sheahan‐Stahl 2/15/2021

#  F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Doug LaBelle II 12/31/2018

2 James  Thering  12/31/2018

3 Bryan Neyer 12/31/2018

Alt #1 Mary Beth Orr 1/25/2019

#  F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Laura Coffee 12/31/2018

2 Mike  Lyon 12/31/2018

3 Jay Kahn 12/31/2018

4 Phil  Mikus 11/20/2020

#  F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Colin Herron 12/31/2019

2 Richard  Jakubiec 12/31/2019

3 Andy Theisen 12/31/2019

1 Mark  Stuhldreher 12/31/2018

2 John Dinse 12/31/2019

1 Ruth  Helwig 12/31/2019

2 Lynn Laskowsky 12/31/2021

Chippewa River District Library Board 4 year term

Planning Commission Board Members (9 Members) 3 year term

Citizens Task Force on Sustainability (4 Members) 2 year term

Construction Board of Appeals (3 Members) 2 year term

Hannah's Bark Park Advisory Board (2 Members from Township) 2 year term

Zoning Board of Appeals  Members (5 Members, 2 Alternates) 3 year term

Board of Review (3 Members) 2 year term
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Board Expiration Dates

#  F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Thomas Kequom 4/14/2019

2 James Zalud 4/14/2019

3 Richard Barz 2/13/2021

4 Robert Bacon 1/13/2019

5 Ben  Gunning 11/20/2020

6 Marty Figg 6/22/2022

7 Sarvijit Chowdhary 1/20/2022

8 Cheryl Hunter 6/22/2019

9 Vance Johnson 2/13/2021

10 Michael Smith 2/13/2021

11 David Coyne 3/26/2022

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Kim Smith 12/31/2020

2

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Brian Smith 12/31/2019

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 BOT Representative Phil Mikus 7/26/2019

2 PC Representative Denise  Webster 8/15/2020

3 Township Resident Sherrie Teall 8/15/2019

4 Township Resident Jeremy  MacDonald 10/17/2020

5 Member at large Connie Bills 8/15/2019

Sidewalks and Pathways Prioritization Committee (2 year term)

Cultural and  Recreational Commission (1 seat from Township) 3 year term

Vacant

Mid Michigan Area Cable Consortium (2 Members)

EDA Board Members (11 Members) 4 year term

amended 



 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
 

A regular meeting of the Charter Township of Union Planning Commission was held on November 
20, 2018 at the Township Hall. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Present:   Buckley, Darin, Fuller, LaBelle II, Mielke, Shingles (7:03pm), Squattrito, & Webster  
Excused:  Clerk Cody and Webster 
 
Others Present 
Township Planner, Peter Gallinat and Secretary, Jennifer Loveberry 
 
Approval of Minutes 
LaBelle moved Mielke supported the approval of the October 16, 2018 regular meeting minutes 
as presented.  Vote: Ayes: 6 Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence / Reports 

 Chair Squattrito mentioned the Board Expirations – Reviewed upcoming expirations and 
suggested filling out an application if any Commissioner would like to be reconsidered 

 
*Shingles arrived 7:03 p.m. 
 

 Township Planner Gallinat mentioned that he emailed the group regarding selecting a 
date for a special meeting to review the Diagnostic Report of our current Zoning 
Ordinance from our consultants 
  

Approval of Agenda 
Shingles moved Darin supported approval of the agenda as amended, removing Items A and B.  
Vote: Ayes: 7 Nays 0. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment – 7:06 p.m. 
Terri Sommerville, representing Arboretum Apartments, 1810 Liberty Drive, mentioned 
billboard & dirt pile on site located on M20 enquired who enforces ordinances. 
Closed 7:08 p.m. 
 
New Business  

A. Annual PC Report to the Board of Trustees 
Buckley moved Fuller supported forward the 2018 Annual Planning Commission Report to the 
Board of Trustees as prepared.  Vote: Ayes: 7 Nays: 0. Motion carried.  
 
Other Business  
 

Draft
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Extended Public Comment 
Open 7:13 p.m. 
No comments were offered. 
 
Final Board Comment 
Shingles –Asked for clarification on what can be advertised on the signage on M20 
Darin –number of vehicles that can be setting on M20 property; he will not be at the December 
18 Planning Commission meeting 
LaBelle – Will not be at the December 18 Planning Commission meeting 
Mielke – Commented on complaints from residents on brightness from M20 billboard and pile of 
dirt on same property. 
 
Adjournment – Chairman Squattrito adjourned the meeting at 7:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY:                               _______________________________________ 

                                                                        Alex Fuller - Secretary 
            Mike Darin – Vice Secretary  
 
(Recorded by Jennifer Loveberry)  
 
 

Draft
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From: Kelly <kelly@mtpleasantagency.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 14, 2018 9:54 AM 
To: Peter Gallinat <pgallinat@uniontownshipmi.com>; bhauck@uniontownshipmi.com; Ben Gunning 
<bgunning@uniontownshipmi.com>; Kimberly Rice <krice@uniontownshipmi.com>; 
tlannen@uniontownshipmi.com; Phil Mikus <pmikus@uniontownshipmi.com>; Norm Woerle 
<nwoerle@uniontownshipmi.com>; jhorton@isabellacounty.org; twarner@isabellacounty.org; Doug 
LaBelle II <doug@labellerealty.net>; shing1sl@cmich.edu 
Subject: Union Township Special Use Permit Request 
 
Charter Township of Union 
2010 S. Lincoln Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
 
RE: Special Use Permit request submitted by William Ervin Property – S. Lincoln PID#14‐016‐10‐001‐06 
 
To Union Township Leadership, 
 
We have recently learned about a recent request submitted to the Charter Township of Union regarding 
William Ervin and that he wants to sell R2A zoned property to the Isabella County Road Commission for 
use as “Public and Institutional” and that the Isabella County Road Commission is seeking this special 
use permit. 
 
We are extremely concerned about this request. We are homeowners in the Cornerstone Estates 
neighborhood just north of the land proposed for this development. We are parents of young children 
as are many of our neighbors and are worried about the additional noise and lack of safety that would 
accompany a business like this so close in proximity to our home.  
 
We are also very concerned about what the potential rezoning would do to our property values with a 
strong belief that they would drop significantly. A loud and obnoxious facility operating at any and 
sometimes all hours of the day and night is not something people tend to gravitate towards when it 
comes time to purchase a home. We also understand that as a government organization, the Isabella 
County Road Commission would be exempt from property taxes, whereas developing the land as it is 
currently zoned as R2A, there would be great potential for tax base growth. 
 
We also saw that the request includes “Public and Institutional Use” language. We have been in touch 
with property developers and understand that the “Intuitional” portion of this permit would make this 
land eligible for the future home of the Isabella County Jail. We are aware that the jail has been looking 
to expand/rebuild for some time now and are vehemently opposed to even the possibility of this 
happening so close to our home. At this time, we understand that the permit has been filed only for the 
Isabella County Road Commission, so the remainder of our letter to you will address that issue 
specifically; however, we wanted to make sure to share with you the potential future implications this 
decision could have and that we are well aware of them. 
 
Aside from our personal concerns, we would like to note that the request does not meet the General 
Requirements for Special use as established by Union Township. 
 

 The proposed use is not in a manner harmonious with the character of any adjacent property or 

surrounding area, R2A and R3A. 
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 The proposed use will change the essential character of the surrounding area. 

 Residential dwellings will be impacted by traffic, noise, glare, and unsightly storage of materials. 

 The proposed use will interfere with the general enjoyment of the adjacent property. Residents 

will lose the protections residential zoning guarantees. Residential zones protect open space 

and natural features. Privacy, safety to walk, bike, and play will be negatively impacted. 

Increase of traffic, noise, glare, unsightly surroundings will be impacted beyond the adjacent 

zoned character. 

 The proposed use will be hazardous to adjacent property and involve uses, activities, materials, 

and equipment that will be detrimental to the health, safety, welfare of persons or property 

through the excessive production of traffic, noise, glare, and material storage.  

The proposed Special Use permit does not align with the Land Use Planning Principles and Use Category 
objectives stated in the Union Township Master Plan.  
 
The Union Charter Township Master Plan Future Land Use Planning Principles include:  
 

 Continue to sustain the overall residential and rural character of the township. 

 Promote compatibility between existing and future uses. 

 Foster the revitalization and redevelopment of existing uses or areas which have deteriorated or 

have become obsolete. 

The Union Charter Township Future Land Use Category Objectives include:  
 

 Rural Preservation: Rural Preservation Areas outside of the growth boundary should be 

maintained at a low intensity rural character of development that will not adversely impact 

natural features and agricultural uses. Agricultural should be promoted and future rezoning 

requests for residential should be prohibited to prevent leapfrog development. 

 Residential: After agriculture, this category is the township’s predominant land use and is meant 

to promote single family homes on a variety of lot sizes. With new development, subdivision 

design should protect open space and natural features. 

 Residential: This land use category covers a variety of attached dwelling units and includes areas 

planned for both medium and high‐density residential development including duplexes, 

attached condominiums, townhomes, and flats. 

The State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) encourages the 
redevelopment/reuse of Brownfields (contaminated property) over Greenfields (uncontaminated 
property). The subject land is a Greenfield and uncontaminated. In fact, the DEQ may have grants 
available to assist in redeveloping Brownfield property here in Union Township. We are aware of 
communications with a former DEQ official who stated that the DEQ is willing to assist in any way 
possible to help promote the redevelopment/reuse of Brownfields and are willing to discuss this with 
any entity interested in utilizing Brownfield within the county. Has the Isabella County Road Commission 
vetted these identified under‐utilized properties for potential relocation? Has the Road Commission 
contacted the DEQ to inquire about the availability of state funding for redevelopment of Brownfields 
within Isabella County? 
 
The proposed use will not provide an asset to Union Township. As a governmental organization, the 
county road commission will NOT pay any property or use taxes to the township. The potential tax base 
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of a R2A development, as zoned, is significant. In contrast, the proposed development would result in a 
large loss of tax base to the township. 
 
The Planning Commission needs to be aware that Isabella County has spent $60,000 of taxpayers’ 
money on the R3A property directly abutting the east side of Eland Court dwellings with the intent of 
applying zoning changes and constructing a connecting road going north of Transportation Drive to the 
proposed new facility. This property use would be within 200 feet of many existing residential dwellings.  
 
We purchased our property in 2014 with the knowledge that it is R3A surrounded by R2A. A change the 
Public and Institutional use of the adjacent property will isolate a R3A zone. This will greatly reduce the 
value of homeowners’ general enjoyment under a R3A zone, and also greatly reduce the dollar value of 
each home. It will not meet any of the Union Township future land use objectives, protection of 
Greenfields, or general requirements for a Special Use permit. 
 
This request should be denied. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
James & Kelly Hudson 
2152 Cornerstone Dr. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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  December 12, 2018 

TO:   Peter Gallinant, Township Planner 
Mark Stuhldreher, Township Manager 
Ben Gunning, Supervisor 

 Bill Hauck, Trustee 
 Tim Lannen, Trustee 
 Phil Mikus, Trustee 
 Norm Woerle, Trustee 
 Kimberly Rice, Treasurer 

 
RE: Re-Zoning of property legal description: T14N R4W SECTION 16 NW ¼ OF SW ¼ located 
at S. Lincoln Road in Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 PID 14-016-10-001-06. 
 
As a resident of Union Township for several years and one who just built a home caddy corner to 
this proposed re-zoning, I’m not in favor of it and am very concerned about the potential 
implications. We chose Union Township because of its small town feel and safe neighborhoods. 
This re-zoning would directly impact both of those things.  
 
Opening this up to Isabella County to do what they want with the land is an insult to those of us 
that choose to make our homes in the Township with the expectation that the it will remain a 
quaint, family-friendly place outside of ‘town’ to raise a family.  
 
My greatest concerns are:  

• Property values in my neighborhood as well as all surrounding residential areas. My 
home is adjacent to this proposed re-zoning such that any proposed business there is in 
my back yard. I never expected that the space would remain vacant however, the 
potential for a jail being there certainly never crossed my mind and would net a huge 
loss on a home we love as well as compromise the safety of my family.  

• The proximity to the Victory church and childcare center  / preschool  - this concern 
should speak for itself.  

• The traffic on Lincoln. Lincoln has already become a pathway for trucks and traffic – 
this seems like it will increase both and negatively impact the road itself and the local 
traffic on it.  

• The unknown – as I understand it – re-zoning this land makes it all open to development 
as the owner decides once it’s approved. I urge you to think of this community and the 
best interest of those of us that invest in it and call it home. The potential for this land to 
be utilized for something like a jail should be enough to not allow this re-zoning to 
happen. 

• Long term detriment to the future of the Township. 
 
Though I can’t be there in person for this discussion, I do hope that you take into consideration 
these concerns. We hope to remain in the township for many years however, if this land is re-
zoned we will likely be moving much sooner.  
 
Sincerely, Ben & Liz Presnell 
2430 Sandstone Drive. Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 
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! ! !  CAUTION  ! ! !

Know what's below.
before you dig.Call
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION 
Scheduled Meetings for 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

  BOARD OF TRUSTEES: (Second and Fourth Wednesday of each Month) 

January 9 May 8 September 11 
January 23 May 22 September 25 
February 13 June 12 October 9 
February 27 June 26 October 23 
March 13 July 10 November 13 
March 27 July 24 November 26 (Tuesday) 
April 10 August 14 December 18 
April 24 August 28  

 
        ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: (First Wednesday of each Month) 

January 2 April 3 July 3 October 2 
February 6 May 1 August 7 November 6 
March 6 June 5 September 4 December 4 

 
        PLANNING COMMISSION:  (Third Tuesday of each Month) 

January 15 April 16 July 16 October 15 

February 19 May 21 August 20 November 19 

March 19 June 18 September 17 December 17 

 

 JOINT MEETING DATE: (Board of Trustees, ZBA, Planning Commission, EDA, and    
Sustainability Committee) 
August 27 7:00pm 

 
EDA   (Third Tuesday of each Month) All meetings begin at 5:15p.m. 

January 15  April 16  July 16   October 15 
February 19  May 21 August 20  November 19 
March  19  June 18 September 17  December 17 

 

SUSTAINABILITY (Second Tuesday of the Month, Meets Quarterly) All meetings begin at 
4:00p.m. 
January 8 April 9 July 9   October 8 

 
 
 

All of the above meetings are to be held at the Union Township Hall, 2010 S. Lincoln Road.  All meetings except for the Board of Review, 
EDA, and Sustainability Committee begin at 7:00 p.m.  Minutes and Agendas may be obtained at the Township Hall, during regular business 
hours.  Phone 989-772-4600. 
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